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Nitor in adverfum ; nec me, qui cetera, vincit 
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and of a ſprighiiy Turn in Converfation, 
who had only one Fault, which was an in- 
ordinate Defire of appearing fafhionable. 
This ran him into many Amours, and confequent- 
ly into many Diftempers. He never went to Bed 
till two a-cleck in the Morning, becaufe he would 


1 Remember a young Man of very lively Parts, 


not be a queer Fellow ; and ‘was every now and 


then knocked down by a Conftable, to fignalize his 
Vivacity. He was initiated into Half a Dozen 
Clubs before he was One and twenty, and fo im- 
proved in them his natural Gayety of Temper, 


that you might frequently trace him to his Lodg- . 
ings bya Ran 


ge of broken Windows, and other 
the like Monuments of Wit and Gallantry. To 
be fhort, after having fully eftablifhed his Repu- 
tation of being a very agreeable Rake, he died of 
old Age at Five and twenty. 


There is indeed nothing which betrays a Man 
into fo many Errors and Inconveniencies, as the 
Defire of not appearing fingular ; for which Rea- 
fon it is very neceffary to form a right Idea of Sin- 

larity, that we may know when it is laudable, 
and when it is vicious. In the firft Place, every Man 
of Senfe will agree with me, that Singularity is 
Raudable, when, in Contradi&tion to a Multitude, 
it adheres to the Dictates of Confcience, Morality, 
and Honour. In thefe Cafes we ought toconfi- 
der, thatit is not Cuftem, but Duty, which is the 


Rule of Aion ; and that we fhould be only ſo 


far fociable, as we are reafonable Creatures. Truth 
(Price Two-Pence.)  . 


is never the lefs fo, for not being attended to 3 
and it is the Nature of A@ions, not the Nember 
of Actors, by which we ought to regulate our Be- 
haviour. Singularity in Concerns of this Kind. is 
to be looked upon as heroick Bravery; in which a 
Man leaves the Species only as he foare above it. 
What greater Inftance can there be ofa weak 


and pufillanimous Temper, than for a Man to pafe 
his whole Life in Op 


tion to hie own Senti- 
ments? or set to ote what he thinks he 
ought to be? we 
Singularity therefore is, only vicious when it 
makes Men act contrary to Reafon, or when it Rate 
them upon diftiaguifhing themfelves by, T rifles, 
As for the firft of thefe, ‘who are fingular in any 
thing that is irreligious, immoral, or difhonoura- 
ble, I believe every one will eafily give them up. 
I fhall therefore {peak of thofe only who are re- 
markable for their Singularity in things of no Im- 
portance, as in Drefs, Behaviour, Converfation, 
and all the little Intercourfes of Life. In thefe 
Cafes there is a certain Deference due to Cuftom 5 
and notwithftanding there may be a Colourof Rea- 
fon to deviate from the Multitude in fome Particu- 
lars, a Man ought to facrifice his private Inclinati- 
ons and Opinions to the Prattice of the Publick, 
It muft be confeffed that good Senfe often makes a 
Humourift ; but then it unqualifies him for being 


of any Momentin the World, and * him ri- 


diculous to Ferfons of a much inferior nderftzn- 


ding. i 
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I have heard of 2 Gentleman in the Nofth, of 
England, who was a_remarkable Inftance of this 
foolifh Singularity. He had laid it down asa Rule 
within himfelf, to actin the moft indifferent Parts 
of Life according to the moft abftracted Notions 
of Reafon and good Senfe, without any Regard 
to Faluon or Example. This Hamour broke out 
at firft in many little Oddneffes: He had never a- 
ny ftated Hours for his Dinner, Supper, or Sleep 5 
becaufe, faid he, we ought to attend the Calls of 

. Nature, and not fet our Appetites to our Meals, 
but bring our Meals to our Appetites. In his Con- 
verfation with Country-Gentlemen, he would not 
make Uſe of a Phrafe that was not ftrictly truc : 
He never told any of them, that he was his hum- 


ble Servant, but.that;hé was his Well-wifher ; 


and ld rather be thought a. Malecontent, than 
drink King’s Health When he. wae fot a-dry. 
He would thruft his Head out of his Chamber- 
Window every Morning, and after having gaped 


for frefh Air about. half an Hour, repeat fifty . 


Verfes as loud as he could bawl them for the Bene- 
fit of his — ʒto which End he generallly took 
them out of 3 the Greek Tongue, ceecetly 

? 


in that Author, being more de¢p and-fororeus, 


and more conducive to Expeforation, than any 
other. He had many other Particularities, for 
which he gave found-and . phi 
As this Humour ftill grew upon him, he chofe to 
wear a Turban inftead of a Perriwig ; concluding 
very juftly, that a Randage of ‘clean Linnen about 
his’ held “trae mach möre w ‘as well as 
¢ 
with © 







t Sige me He afterwatds judi- 


che oo ‘Circulation 
= which fon,: he made his 
1nd hie Doublet wf one continued Peice 
of Clotis,' after the 'Mannet of the Huffars. In 
Short, ‘By following: the pure Diates of Reafon, 
fre at-length-departed fo much from the reft of his 
Countrymen, and indeed from his whole Species, 
t ——— begged eg oe arg * Bed- 
i dene bib ERate s but the Jud 

etn 3: infotined: that- he ‘did no Farm, connate 
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putting'bis Eftate ito the Hands 


1 


ical Reafons; 


, than the Cail’of a Wig, whith is foiled 
dhe many Ligatures in er 


h-iffuing’ out.'a Commiffion' ‘of Lunacy 3°" 


The Fate of this Philofopher. puts ine in Adjnd 
of a Remark in Monfiecur —e od one: 
the Dead. ‘The dmbitious and the Covetous (fays 
he) are Madmen to alt Intents and Purpofes, as much 
as thofe who are fout up in dark Rooms 3 bat they have 
the good Luck to have Numbers on their Sides whereas 
the Frenzy of one who is given up for a. Lqnatichy it 
a Frenzy hors d’eeuvre; that is, ia othe? Wotds, 
fomething which is fingular in its Kind, and does 
not fallin with the Madnefs of a Multitude. 


The Subje& of this Effay was occafioned by 2 
Letter which _I received not long fince, and which, 
for want of Room at prefent, f fhall iaſert in my 
next Paper. : | 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


-Brook’s neat natural Wines are fold in Freeman's 


Yard Cornhill, viz. Porte 17 d. per Quart, Mountai: 
2t d. and Brench Wineat 2s. 34. * —** And re 
Tavern in James-ftreet, Covent-Garden, and at V 
Corner Moule in Park-Place in Si. James's Street, Port Wine 18 d: 
per Quart, Can2’y, Mountain, Rhenith, and Calcavella e s. per 
Quart, French Wine, red and white, 2s. 3 d. and Malmfy 2 s. 6 dé 
5 oo. —_ At the two laft mentioned Places is alfo fold 
ef French Wine imported in Flasks, at Flask, 
Poneatk ã s. pés Quartz. "+o Peon ans 


Bits 


__ The mot Noble Volatile Secling-Bostle in thi 
World, which (meld to, momentarily fetches the moft difmal Fait 
Seaduach” seston oo 2* Fiufhing Vapours, Dunk, 


akes off all vetards 
Swoonings, keeps up the Spirits to. a Biracle ¢ and by i admit 

no Faintings. f. i ae ak alien i mer es 
* Chearful b never fo as ina Moment raifes all 

th Fuculies: it u alfo te bet inwarlly.by Drops, whith 
fis foarte co ont — 

SRomach, removes Sic we. Sone — ee ny Bloch a 


oR 5 

“‘tlemen, Ladies toe always — in their Pockets. I ee p 

“at * 5 Shope in re pag ei Br. Overtonts at the 
a2s, 64, each, with pritted Direllions . ” 
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